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The 2010 Census: Counting Each Vermonter to Make Each

Vermonter Count

The Vermont Association for the Blind and
Visually Impaired (VABVI) is working
with the U.S. Census Bureau to make sure
that every Vermonter is counted when the
2010 census is conducted this year.

The U.S. Constitution requires that the fed-
eral government count everyone in the
United States every 10 years. The census is
important because the government uses the
data to allocate $400 billion annually to
states and localities for programs including
social services, health care, infrastructure,
education, and emergency preparedness. If
the population figures are inaccurate, Ver-
mont communities may not receive all of
the federal dollars to which they are enti-
tled.

Ideally the Census Bureau counts everyone
by delivering or mailing a questionnaire to
every household. Each resident then com-
pletes the survey and mails it back in a pre-
addressed, stamped envelope.

Filling out the census is easy and should
only take about 10 minutes. The question-
naire asks seven questions about each per-
son living in the household including their
name, age, birthday, sex, race and other
places they might live. It also asks whether
the house is rented or owned, and how
many people live there. The questionnaire
does not ask for a person’s Social Security
number or income. When the Census tabu-
lates the results, it strips them of all per-
sonal information.
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