
FY18 Annual Report 

We have had a busy year at our Agency. Serving more clients than ever before, and launching a 

pilot program to assess the needs of our clients in training them to use the many adaptive 

features in their IPads and IPhones. Thanks for your continued support in helping your friends 

and neighbors to stay independent and active in their communities! 

-Steve Pouliot, Executive Director 

 

Statistics 

Overview of Services 

Adult Services: VABVI offers rehabilitation services to individuals who are 

blind or visually impaired, helping them to continue performing daily living 

tasks and activities that may have become difficult. Services are provided in 

a group, at a central training site, or in the home. 

Children’s Services: VABVI employs licensed Teachers of the Visually 

Impaired to work with children from birth through high school graduation, 

teaching daily living skills, Braille, socialization, assistive technology, use of 

adaptive equipment, career educations, visual efficiency skills, recreation 

skills, self-determination, orientation, and mobility skills. These licensed 

Teachers of the Visually Impaired work in the home and school 

environments. Each summer, children can practice independent living skills 

and meet with friends in a supportive “camp” environment as part of the 

Intensive Residential Life Experiences (IRLE) program. 

Adaptive Equipment: Specialized devices can make all the difference for a 

person living with a visual impairment. Equipment such as swing arm lamps 

with magnifiers and Closed Circuit TVs can help maintain an independent 

lifestyle. VABVI also provides assistive technology, support and training. 

Volunteer Services: VABVI’s Transportation Program provides statewide 

transportation for medical appointments, grocery shopping, and a limited 

number of personal trips for Vermonters who are blind or visually impaired. 

Volunteers also record materials on tape or into Braille, go into the home to 

assist with paperwork and reading mail, or help in our offices. 

 

 



Everyday Independence Fiscal Year 2018 in Review 

Support & Counseling: As part of our agency’s Information and Referral 

Service, each staff member is specially trained and experienced in guiding 

individuals through all of the resources available to them. The cornerstone of 

VABVI’s adult support services are the Peer Assisted Learning and Support 

(PALS) groups that meet monthly across the state. Members listen to an 

educational speaker, and then have an opportunity to share their 

frustrations and achievements with their peers. 

  Fiscal Year 2018 In Review 

The Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (VABVI), a non-profit 

organization founded in 1926, and is the only private agency to offer training, services, 

and support to visually impaired Vermonters from birth to end of life. 

 

South Burlington Office 
60 Kimball Avenue 

802-863-1358 

Berlin Office 

13 Overlook Drive 
Suite 1 

802-505-4006 

Rutland Office 

80 West Street  
Suite 202 

802-775-6452 

Brattleboro Office 

130 Austine Drive 
Suite 280 

802-254-8761 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“To enable Vermonters whether blind or visually 

impaired, to be more independent, to cultivate 

adaptive skills and to improve their quality of life” 

maintain independence.” 

Our Mission: 
 

2018 Stats at a Glance 

115 clients 

participated in Peer 

Assisted Learning and 

Support Group (PALS) 

across 14 counties in 

VT. 

65 towns and 

cities supported 

VABVI by providing 

$29,919.00 in 

donations. 

153 volunteers 

donated 8,547 hours 

of service, and 

volunteer drivers 

drove 118,808 miles 

in the past year! 

VABVI provided 

services to 350 

children and 1,420 

adults – totaling 

1,770 clients served 

in 2018!  



 

 

$100+ Donors 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Abajian 
American Legion Post #13 
Ms. K. Sandra Anderson & Mr. Reeve C. Williams 
Ms. Margaret Armstrong 
Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold 
Ms. Patricia Baker 
Dr. Max Bassett 
Mr. Richard H. Becken 
Ms. Judith C. Becker 
Mr. Edward Behrens 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Belden 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary F Berian 
Mrs. Betsey Berryman 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bessy 
Mr. & Mrs. William Black 
Mr. D. Michael Boardman 
Ms. Alysia Boes 
Ms. Elisabeth Bossi 
Ms. Gloria J. Bowin 
Ms. Emily Brash 
Brattleboro Area Lions Club 
Brattleboro Food Co-op 
Mr. Louis B. Bresee 
Ms. Nancy Bridges 
Mr. Robert Brinckerhoff & Ms. Louise Hammond 
Mr. William Bronner 
Ms. Charlye Brown 
Mr. William Buck & Ms. Marie Cote 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Buechner 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Bump 
Cambridge Area Rotary Foundation, Inc. 
Canadian Club, Inc. 
Mr. Lyndon Carew 
Carris Reels, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Catto 
Cersosimo Lumber 
Champlain Dental Lab, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Cimonetti 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Clark 
Ms. Jennifer Clark 
Ms. Katharine Coburn 



Colchester Lions Club 
Community National Bank 
Mr. Marc Companion 
Andrew and Pamela Cooke 
Cooper Insurance Services 
Mr. Theron Corliss 
Mr. Leonard Courcelle 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Coven 
Mr. Wendall R. Cram 
Mr. & Mrs. John Crowley 
Ms. Patricia Cruse 
Ms. Ana A. Cumming 
Mr. Bruce Cummings 
Charles R. Cyr & Ms. Abbie Penfield 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin D'Lugo 
Daly Dental Practice LLC 
Ms. Penelope Davis 
Ms. Rose Desmarais 
Ms. Theresa Devino 
Mr. Winston Dezaine 
Mr. & Mrs. James Didieo 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray & Mary Doyle 
Brian and Karyl Drew 
Mr. Kirby Dunn 
Eagles #2551 
Ms. Caroline Earle 
Mr. & Mrs. James Edgerton 
Elks Club #1665 
Elks Lodge #1499 
Ms. Ellen Everitz 
Fair Haven Aerie #3907 
Mr. David Farrell 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Feltus 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo W. Finelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Finlay 
Mr. Adam Fischer 
Margaret & Joan Flanagan 
Ms. Mary T. Flanagan 
Fraternal Order of Eagles #793 
Mr. Robert W. Frey 
Ms. Penny P. Gage 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen and Sandy Gartner 
Mr. & Mrs. David Gelinas 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gilman 
Ms. June Giroux 
Mrs. Lynda Goldsmith 
Mr. Jared Goodell Howie Carr Show 
Grass Cuts for Less, Inc 



Green Mountain Power Corporation 
Ms. Lila Gregg 
Mr. Rudolph Gross 
Mr. Joseph Guertin 
Mrs. Jane Harding Gurney 
R. Avery Hall & Andrea B. Rogers 
Ann & Robert Hallowell 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hauke 
Ms. Elizabeth Hazen 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Heinrich 
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Henderson 
Mr. John Hennessey & Ms. Madeleine Kunin 
Mr. William P. Herbst 
Mr. Robert Hoehl 
Ms. Mary V. Hoffman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Horner 
Ms. Elizabeth Horner 
Ms. Gertrude Horridge 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward S. Horton 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hyde 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jackson 
Mr. Mark Jennings 
Ms. Debbie B. Johnson 
Ms. Mary Ellen Johnson 
Ms. Janice Jordan 
Mr. Joshua Kane 
Katie and Mike Keith 
Ms. Jeanne Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll F. Ketchum 
Karl and Anita Kieslich 
Joan Kitka 
Dr. & Mrs. William A. Knorr 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Krane 
Kris Colvin Trust 
Laborie Medical 
Mr. Richard G. Laframboise 
Ms. Paula Laliberte 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lanoue 
Kc Lapiana 
Larkin Realty 
Mr. & Mrs. John Lawrence 
 Todd & Karen Lefkoe 
Ms. Nancy Legere 
Dr. Mark Leipert 
Ms. Ann Lent 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Letourneau 
Leunig's Bistro 



Mr. Charles Levin 
Mrs. Susanne London 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Lyford 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lynch 
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Mahoney 
Manchester Lions Club 
Mr. Howard A. Manosh 
Jaclin Marlin 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerry Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Martin 
Mr. Bernard J. Matthews 
Mr. Robert Maynes 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy McDonald 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McDowell 
Ms. Michael McGann 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas E. Mead 
Mr. Frank Melendy 
Ms. Alice Michalak 
Dr. Robert Millay & Dr. Donna Millay 
Mr. Chuck Mitchell 
Ms. Sara Moore & Ms. Marcy Short 
Ms. Joyce Morale 
Mr. James Morgan 
Mr. Charles Mosher 
Ms. Angela Motahari 
Mrs. Marion Mueller 
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Nadeau 
Ms. Beverly Ann Nichols 
Northeast Delta Dental 
Norwich Lions Club 
Ms. Patricia A. Nowak 
Ms. Jean O'Connor 
Mr. Thomas O'Donovan 
Ms. Kimberly Oakes 
Mr. & Mrs. Kuno E. Olson 
Optical Center 
Order of the Eastern Star- Grand Chapter of VT 
Ms. Lee Ann Ornelas 
Mr. Reginald Orvis 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Osha 
Ms. Gina Page 
Mrs. Anne Paul Hurlburt 
Ms. Ada Pearson 
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Peck 
Mrs. Rose Pels 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Perrin 
Pete & Penny Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Pizzagalli 



Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Plante 
Mr. Steven P. Pouliot 
Mr. & Mrs. Bret Powell 
Mrs. Doris Pratt 
Ms. Mary Pratt 
Ms. Pam Provost 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Putney 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Racine 
Ms. Patricia Reasoner & Lois D’Arcangelo 
Ms. Shirley M. Reid 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Richards 
Ms. Lyse Riendeau 
Ms. Dody Riggs 
Rock of Ages Corporation 
Mr. David L. Rome & Ms. Diane C Rippa 
Rotary Club of Chester Vermont inc. 
Mr & Mrs. Paul Russell, Sr. 
Rutland Optical, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard O. Sakker 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Salem 
Ms. Amy Scanlon 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Scheier 
Mr. Leo Schiff & Ms. Joy Hammond 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Schillhammer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Schroeder 
Dean and Orange Schroeder 
Mr. Benjamin Schweyer 
Ms. Lillian Seward 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sheehan 
Mrs. Jeanette Sherwin 
Mr. Charles L. Simons 
Ms. Michele Simpson 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred G. Smith 
Mrs. Jessie Snyder 
South Burlington Rotary 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth B. Southworth 
Mr. George Spear 
Springfield Lions Club 
Ms. Dorothy Stannard 
Richard and Karen Stapleton 
Ms. Elizabeth Steele 
Dr. Frederick P. Stern 
Ms. Nancy Stewart 
Ms. Sara Sussman 
Swenson Granite Company 
SymQuest Group 
Ms. Carol Tandy 
Mr. & Mrs. James Taylor 



Mr. & Mrs. Eric Taylor 
The Park and Taylor Family Fund 
Ms. Hilaire Thomas 
Ms. Sheila Thurston 
Troy Area Lions Club 
Ms. Krystyna Tuckerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Turner 
Ms. Patricia Twentyfive 
Union Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 
Mr. Ralph VanWoert 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce T. Venner 
Vergennes Lions Club 
Vermont Comedy Club 
Vermont Eastern Star Home, Inc. 
Vermont Eye Laser Associates 
Vermont Lions Charities, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Walsh 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene & Lili Walsh 
Mr. Todd Webb 
White River Lodge #90 
Ms. Cheryl Wilfong 
Mr. Guy Winch 
Martin and Vivian Wisda 
Mrs. Elizabeth Woods 
Worksafe Traffic Control Industries, Inc 
WowToyz 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffery Young 
 

Silent Auction Sponsors 

14th Star Brewery 

Art's Dune Tours 

ArtsRiot 

Birds of Vermont Museum 

Birnn Chocolates 

Blake Hill Preserves 

Bolton Valley 

Brooklyn Botanical Gardens 
Brown Family Farm 
Burlington  Brewing Company 

Caledonia Spirits 

Champlain Valley Apiary  

Champlain Valley Fair 

Chef's Corner 
City Market 
Color Lab Cosmetics 



Curtis Lumber 

ECHO 

Eden Specialty Ciders 

Elmore Mtn Soap Works 

Equinox 

Raw Spirit Tarot 

Fairbanks Museum 
Family First Pest Control 
Flynn Center 
Halyard Brewing 
High Mowing Organic Seeds 

Higher Ground 

Hildene 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Hubbardton Forge 

Hunger Mtn. Coop 

International Sailing School 

Jasper Hill Farms 

Keeping Good Company 

Kwiniaska 
Lawson’s Finest 
Little River Hot Glass 

Louis Garneau 

Mad River Distillers 

Magnolia 

Maritime Museum 

Massage Envy 

McLure's 

Mocha Joe's 

Monstream Studios 

Montshire Museum 

Petra Cliffs 

Phoenix Books 

Prohibition Pig 
Rock Art Brewing 
Rocky Ridge 
Rousettus-VIYM  

Sarducci's 

Seacoast Science Center 

Shelburne Farms 

Shelburne Museum 

Shelburne Vineyard  

Simon Pearce 

Skinny Pancake 

Sleeping Bear Woodworks 



Smugglers Notch 

Sneakers Bistro 

Solmate Socks 

Spirit of Ethan Allen 

Stonecutter Spirits 

Stowe Soaring 

Sushi Yoshi 

The Edge 

Topnotch Resort 

Trapp Family Lodge 

Turtle Fur 

Twincraft 

University Mall 

Vermont Bee Balm 

Vermont Farm Table 

Vermont Flannel Co. 

Vermont National CC 

Vermont Rolling Pin Co. 

Vermont Salt Cave 

Vermont Teddy Bear Co. 

Vermont Institute of Natural Science 

Way Out Wax 

Wild Hart Distillery 

YMCA 
 

Annual Dinner Sponsors 

Title Sponsor 
 
Vermont Mutual Insurance Group 
 

Table Sponsors 
 
Essex Junction Lions Club 
Mr. Robert & Ms. Polly McEwing 
Mr. Tom Frank & Ms. Janet Dooley 
Neagley & Chase Construction 
Northfield Savings Bank 
 

Half Table Sponsors 
 
BlueCross BlueShield  
Concept II, Inc. 
Eyecare of Vermont 



GW Plastics 
Jeff and Pat Schroeder and the Castleton Lions 
Kinney Pike 
MBF Bioscience 
People's United Bank 
NBT Bank 
 

Foundations 
 

Agnes M. Lindsay Trust  
Alma Gibbs Donchian Foundation 

Ben & Jerry's Foundation.  
The Byrne Foundation  
Charitable Foundation of Bryant Chucking Grinder 
Co. 

Comcast Corporation  
Francis & Louise Nichols Foundation 

Freeman Foundation of VT Community Foundation 

French Foundation   
George W. Mergens 
Foundation  
The Gibney Family 
Foundation  
IBM    

Liberty Mutual   

Morris and Bessie Altman Foundation 
National Life Group Charitable 
Foundation 

NorthCountry Federal Credit Union 

Oakland Foundation   

PBM Nutritionals   

Vermont Children's Trust Foundation 

 

Towns 

City of Barre  

City of South Burlington  

Town of Albany  

Town of Alburgh  

Town of Arlington  

Town of Berlin  

Town of Bethel  

Town of Bloomfield  

Town of Bridport  



Town of Brighton  

Town of Brookline  

Town of Cabot  

Town of Calais  

Town of Cambridge  

Town of Castleton  

Town of Charlotte  

Town of Clarendon  

Town of Clarendon  

Town of Craftsbury  

Town of Danby  

Town of East 
Montpelier 

 

Town of Eden  

Town of Essex  

Town of Fayston  

Town of Glover  

Town of Goshen  

Town of Granville  

Town of Guildhall  

Town of Hartford  

Town of Highgate  

Town of Holland  

Town of Jay  

Town of Lowell  

Town of Lunenburg  

Town of Manchester  

Town of Marshfield  

Town of Middlesex  

Town of Milton  

Town of Moretown  

Town of Mt. Holly  

Town of North Hero  

Town of Orange  

Town of Pawlet  

Town of Peacham  

Town of Poultney  

Town of Randolph  

T  Town of Roxbury  

Town of Royalton  

Town of Saint Johnsbury  

Town of Shaftsbury  

Town of Sharon  

Town of Sheldon  

Town of Starksboro  



Town of Stowe  

Town of Stowe  

Town of Thetford  

Town of Tunbridge  

Town of Underhill  

Town of Wallingford  

Town of Waterbury  

Town of Weathersfield  

Town of Wells  

Town of Weston  

Town of Williston 
 

Tributes  

 

Abilio Amor Jr.  
Alice Phelps  
Arlene Griffin  
Barbara Buchanan  
Berkeley Buzzell  
Bernard Guay  
Betty Wolf  
Bill Haucke, Sr. 
Bill Stitzel  
Bob & Jane Schultz  
Burlington Sunrise Club  
Carol D'Lugo  
Carol Napior Eaton  
Carol Richman's bday 
Carole Poterala  
Cecile Lee  
Celia Rublee  
Charles "Chuck" Leonard  
Charles D. Sjolander  
Cindy  
Cynthia Camp Hackett  
Daniel Phillips  
Dr. Michelle Yang  
Dr. Richard Davis  
Elizabeth Davis  
Edgar C. Robinson  
Edith Bronner  
Elizabeth Salem  
Floyd McKeighan  
Frances L. Hegg  
Frank Berryman  
Geneva Brown  
George McIntyre  
Gilbert Rist O.D.  



Gladys Patnode  
Gloria Griffith  
Grace Brayton  
Gregory Abajian 
Gwendolyn Evans  
Harry Van Tuyl, Jr.  
Helen Chamberlain  
Helen Hickory  
Helen K. Paul  
Howard Reynolds  
Irene Schillhammer  
Jack Dorey  
Jason Burleson  
Jean Hume Nelbach  
Jeremiah Hayes  
Jessica Maclean  
Joel Fifield  
Joey Keith  
John Daigle  
John H. Bloomer  
john F. Kieslich 
John Roberts  
Josephine Keith  
Joy Chilcott  
Joyce Appleton  
Judy Ratte  
Jules Cote  
Justin J. Mueller  
Larry Squires  
Leith Avery  
Lida Rand  
Lillian Sartorelli  
Lilyan Gravel  
Lucille Nichols  
Marcel Riendeau  
Marcella Walsh  
Mary Flanagan  
Merrell & Winnifred Sherburn  
Michael and Mel Gold  
Michael Bassett  
Millie Pierce  
Nancy Brown  
Natalie Boyer  
Nedra Orvis  
Neil Taylor  
Norma Raymond  
Norman Case  
Norman Davis  



Olivia Smith-Hammond  
Patricia Carruth  
Paul Beck  
Paul Kieslich  
Paul Sumner III  
Pauline Fair  
Rishi Connelly  
Robert S. Bigelow  
Roger Mattison  
Ruth Bates 
Ruth Dionne  
Ruth Kesick  
Ryan St. Amour  
Samuel Frank  
Selma Thompson  
Shirley Hartley  
Stanley Holt  
Thomas McConnell  
Those with Macular Degeneration  
Trina Young  
William Anderson  
William Bundy  
William P. Denno II  
Willie Racine  
Wilma Brown  
Wounded Veterans  
Yvonne Sargent  
Zane  

 

 

 

 

 


